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Testimony of Wendy Margolis 

Member of Borough Council, Chair of the Environment and Recreation Committee 

1. According to the Center for Biological Diversity, Americans use 100 billion plastic bags 

a year, which require 12 million barrels of oil to manufacture. 

2. The average American family takes home almost 1,500 plastic shopping bags a year. 

3. According to Waste Management, only 1 percent of plastic bags are returned for 

recycling. 

4. Plastic bags are used for an average of 12 minutes. 

5. It takes 500 (or more) years for a plastic bag to degrade in a landfill. They don't break 

down completely but instead photo-degrade, becoming microplastics that absorb toxins 

and continue to pollute the environment 

Clearly the 3 Rs that have long been the mantra for those of use who are concerned about 

waste—Reduce, Reuse, Recycle—have not been sufficient to stem the tide of plastic in the waste 

stream.  

Many Doylestown Borough residents are extremely concerned about the impact of single-use 

plastics on the environment. Many are as conscientious as they can be, but with many bars and 

restaurants automatically, putting plastic straws and stirrers—sometimes more than one—in 

beverages, and with businesses automatically handing out bags, sometimes doubling them, it’s 

just not easy being green. 

In addition, the Borough’s numerous trash haulers do very little to educate their customers about 

proper recycling practices, resulting in the type of contamination that has shut down markets for 

recycled materials. Plastic bags are especially problematic, causing problems in sorting 

machinery at recycling plants and often flying all over town as litter and eventually ending up in 

the waterways.  

In late 2016, the Environment and Recreation Committee of Doylestown Borough Council and 

the Doylestown Borough Environmental Advisory Council began discussing and researching the 

impacts of single-use, nonrecyclable plastics including straws, bags, and food containers. This 

was inspired, in part, by the successful efforts of then-high school senior, Shaylan Kolodney, to 

convert Central Bucks West's cafeteria from polystyrene trays to reusable trays. During the two 

years that followed, the EAC met with business owners, hosted a presentation on sustainable 

restaurant practices, researched life-cycle analyses, encouraged participation in "No-Straw 

November," and considered the viability of alternatives to single-use plastics.  

Earlier this year, under my leadership, Borough Council's Environment and Recreation 

Committee tasked the EAC with assembling their findings into a recommendation to bring to 

Council. The EAC was empowered knowing that Council was prepared to take action in the form 

of an ordinance, and recommended that Council gather public feedback for an ordinance that 

would ban single-use plastic straws, with certain exemptions, and require that business owners 

charge $0.10 per single-use plastic bag, again with certain exemptions. The bag fees would kept 

by the businesses. The EAC's recommendation did not include a component for food containers 
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due to concerns about the costs of alternatives. Along with the recommended ordinance, the EAC 

proposed measures to educate the public and to support the business community. 

I travelled to Narberth with Council member Joe Frederick, John Davis, our Borough Manager, 

and Karyn Highland, Director of Building and Zoning, to learn how Narberth rolled out their 

initiative, particularly with their businesses. I highly recommend a visit—their effort is truly 

inspiring.  

In the last year or so, Doylestown Borough Council members have heard from many of our 

constituents about their desire for Council to take action on plastics. One particularly impactful 

request came from Francesca Navarro, an 18-year old who was about to graduate from Central 

Bucks West and is now studying Environmental Science at Temple. She collected and submitted 

142 signatures on a petition stating that “Doylestown must start a movement of local townships 

to ban plastic bags as a minor start to tackling our negative environmental impact due to plastic.” 

Francesca, along with many others we have heard from, was very concerned about the impact on 

wildlife after the tragic viral photos of whales that died due to plastic ingestion. We had another 

group of students from the School of Rock ask us how they can help. How can we possibly 

ignore these young people who are begging us to protect their future? 

We designed a plan to conduct a survey to assess the level of interest among Borough 

businesses, residents, and visitors; then hold public meetings to present our proposal and get 

feedback, and prepare an action item for a Borough Council vote in November of this year, with 

the goal of phased implementation beginning in 2020.  

Over 2,200 people responded to the survey. Of the more than 1,000 Borough residents who 

responded, 70% supported a plastic bag ban—the same percentage as for all survey respondents; 

72% supported a plastic straw ban—as did 70% of all respondents; and 80% of residents and all 

respondents supported a ban on Styrofoam and polystyrene take-out containers. Of the 151 

Borough businesses that responded, 70% would support a plastic bag ban; 66% would support a 

ban on straws; and 78% would support a ban on Styrofoam or polystyrene take out containers. 

We had quantified a very high level of support for our plan and were ready to move forward. 

Then we were stopped in our tracks by the state moratorium on municipal plastic bans.  

We plan to continue the educational component of our plan and to work with Borough 

businesses on voluntary measures, in addition to a resolution to declare our intention to act as 

soon as we are sure we can without the threat of legal action that could result from violating the 

moratorium. We encourage you, our representatives, to ensure that there is a timely end to this 

moratorium and to answer it with legislation to ban single-use plastics statewide. Municipal bans 

are no replacement for action at the state level.  

 
























































