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Chairman Sturla, Representative Innamorato, and other members of the House Democratic Policy
Committee, my name is Robert Rubinstein. I serve as the Executive Director of the Urban
Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh, known as the URA. It is my pleasure to be here today to discuss
the subject of enhancing neighborhoods. I have worked in neighborhoods throughout my 30 years at the
URA. It is the essence of what we do. I will keep my comments brief to allow for discussion.

In Pittsburgh, a city of neighborhoods, we know what it takes to create vibrant neighborhoods that offer
all the qualities people desire in a place to call their home. The URA is the City of Pittsburgh’s economic
development and housing agency, committed to creating lobs, expanding the City’s tax base and
improving the vitality of businesses and neighborhoods. We achieve this mission by assembling,
preparing and conveying sites for mixed-use development; and by providing a portfolio of programs that
include financing for business location, relocation and expansion, housing construction and
rehabilitation, and home purchases and improvements. Throughout all our work, the URA has
committed itself to incorporate best practices for equity and inclusion.

The key to any thriving neighborhood is the presence of both traditional main street businesses and
accessible, affordable residential communities. Attracting and encouraging development of either
element is impossible without public infrastructure which serves as the base of any inclusive
placemaking process. URA staff, through our Economic Development Department, offer community
groups guidance and technical assistance, often at no cost, to help envision and develop public realm
improvements to their neighborhood. With the public’s vision in hand, the URA can develop public-
private partnership models and seek funding opportunities, including the use of tax diversion programs
for the exclusive benefit of the public. Tax diversion tools leverage private investment in roadway,
sidewalk, lighting, bridges, tunnels, parks, and any other structure or facility that provides a public



benefit, including affordable housing. Through this equitable development, each place the URA touches
marks Pittsburgh’s progress towards a bright future.

Now, let’s talk about those local, neighborhood main street businesses. We know that small businesses,

startups and growing businesses are responsible for most new job creation. This dynamic plays out
nationally, regionally and locally. In Pittsburgh, we understand it is critical to support new business start
up and growth to best ensure a diverse, growing, and resilient economy.

The URNs Center for Innovation and Entrepreneurship supports new and growing businesses and
neighborhood business districts in the City of Pittsburgh by providing access to capital, connections, and
resources. The goal is to create quality jobs, improve the vitality of the City’s businesses and
neighborhoods, and strengthen the City’s tax base through new and growing tax revenues to the taxing
bodies.

Our programs focus on equitable development by making an intentional effort to support neighborhood
business districts, startups and small businesses, and minority and women-owned businesses. Since
2014, over 50 percent of all URA small business financings were deployed to minority or women-owned
businesses.

As we sit here in the 21st Legislative District, Lawrenceville stands out as a prime example of how URA
investments catalyze neighborhood transformations; in this case, leading to a nationally recognized,
destination neighborhood. Lawrenceville’s apparent overnight success is the result of a 25-year,
intentional and sustained investment strategy for Butler Street. Concurrently, there were similar
investments in manufacturing and research businesses “off Butler Street,” which occurred over this
same time period, but that is a longer discussion for another day. The types of businesses assisted by the
URA include the Allegheny Wine Mixer, Café D’Amore Coffee Company, Trend Salon, Elevate Fitness
Studio, Civilization Pittsburgh Men’s Clothing store, Prism Stained Glass, 57th Street Artist Studios, and
the 51st Street Business Center. The URA understands that supporting neighborhood business districts,
providing customer engagement services, and supporting the local entrepreneurial ecosystem are
critical elements to building a happy, healthy neighborhood.

However, neighborhood revitalization can spark concerns about the threat of dislocation amongst long
time residents and disadvantaged populations who are at the highest risk. Through the URA Housing
Department, we support the purchase, renovation, and development of housing units with a focus on
affordable housing. This means investing in nearly 1,500 affordable units of housing from 2014 to 2018.
These efforts stabilize neighborhoods by preserving existing housing stock and providing a range of
housing options for city residents, which improves the quality of life in our neighborhoods and protects
affordability for Pittsburgh residents.

This includes projects like the Penn Mathilda Apartments located at the convergence of Bloomfield,
Garfield, and Lawrenceville— three thriving neighborhoods. We provided a $1.4 million loan to
complete this $11.6 million mixed-use development project, which includes 6,200 square feet of ground
floor space with 39 affordable apartments on the two upper floors. Half of the units we rented to
veterans. Additionally, there is ground floor commercial space on Penn Avenue that was developed in
partnership with Bloomfield-Garfield Corporation.



The URA also provided nearly $725,000 in loans and grants to support the Lawrenceville Corporation’s

Community Land Trust in its efforts to provide seven units of permanently affordable, owner-occupied

housing to households with incomes below 80 percent of Area Medium Income, or AMI, in Upper
Lawrenceville. The Community Land Trust allows homeowners to build equity through the eventual sale

of the home, but the Trust’s ownership of the land and associated deed restrictions ensure future

owners meet the same income restrictions as the original buyers.

It is important to understand that in the City of Pittsburgh, there are only approximately 12,000 deed-
restricted affordable units. We face a citywide shortage of approximately 20,000 units affordable to
households at or below 30 percent AMI.

In the face of this challenge, the Housing Opportunity Fund was created in 2015 to support development

and preservation of affordable and accessible housing in all areas of the city. The City of Pittsburgh has

committed to provide $10 million per year for 12 years to the Housing Opportunity Fund. These critical
funds are deployed to provide emergency rental assistance to prevent evictions; fund development and
preservation of affordable rental housing; provide eligible homeowners grants for home rehabilitation;
award down payment and closing cost assistance to eligible buyers; and fund the development of
affordable for-sale housing.

The URA and our community partners cannot do this great work without reliable partnerships with the
city, state, and federal government. We appreciate PA Department of Community & Economic
Development awarding Pittsburgh with $2 million from the federally-funded Neighborhood Stabilization
Program. The Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency remains a long-term supportive partner of the City
of Pittsburgh and does its best to support City priorities through the Low-Income Housing Tax Credits
and the Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement Fund. However, only one in
four “9 percent” Low-Income Housing Tax Credits applications receives funding in a given year. And
while the Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation Enhancement Fund receives state
funding through the Reality Transfer Tax, it is currently capped at $25 million annually.

Historically, the State of Pennsylvania supported our work by seeding many of our revolving loan
programs. The foresight of state legislators to invest in a better future ensured that despite dwindling

support, these valuable resources are still available today. Presently, most state support comes in the

form of tax credit programs such as Keystone Innovation Zones, Keystone Opportunity Zones, Research

and Development Tax Credits, Job Creation Tax Credits, and Enterprise Zone Tax Credits. These
programs are often the only true non-debt financial incentives provided directly to businesses and

developers trying to invest in the community by growing their business.

The URA also looks forward to the city benefiting from the Neighborhood Assistance Program expansion

this year. This demonstrates that budgets are about priorities and Pennsylvania does have the ability to

increase the current levels of state investment for enhancing neighborhoods.

In the coming year, we humbly request that the $15 million line-item for PA First be restored to $20

million in order to fully fund the services of the Governor’s Action Team. We would also support an

increase in the façade and accessible housing grants, as well as the core Main Street/Elm Street planning

and development dollars in the Keystone Communities line-item. As mandated in the fiscal code, only

about $6 million of that $12 million appropriation goes towards real neighborhood development. These



are not unreasonable requests. For context, the pre-recession levels of the programs within the PA First

appropriation were $70 million and Keystone Communities programs were funded at $55 million.

Finally, we would support legislation that lifts or eliminates the cap on the amount of Reality Transfer

Tax revenues that can be allocated to the Pennsylvania Housing Affordability and Rehabilitation

Enhancement Fund.

We look forward to a fresh set of eyes examining the state budget and considering important

neighborhood-enhancing legislation. The URA stands as a willing partner in this effort.

Thank you for your time. I look forward to answering any questions.











Lawrenceville Corporation: Catalyst and conduit for responsible growth and reinvestment in the Lawrenceville community. 
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My name is Matthew Galluzzo. For the past 8 1/2 years I have had the honor of serving as the executive director of the 
Lawrenceville Corporation (LC)--a non-profit community development corporation driven by the Lawrenceville community. 
Our organization acts as a catalyst and conduit for responsible and sustainable growth. Our organization is governed by a 16-
person board of directors that represents small business, residents, and institutional interests. The day-to-day work of the 
organization is carried out by five full-time staff persons.  
 
The work of the LC is augmented by a number of enduring community partners. Our closest partner, Lawrenceville United, is 
a resident-based organization that oversees senior and youth programming, community beautification, special events, and 
public safety (among other programs). Other key partners include Goodwill of Southwestern PA, YouthWorks, and UPMC 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. Our shared work ensures that we serve as a comprehensive umbrella of community service, 
support, and catalytic change.  
 
The LC advances its mission by engaging in four business lines: community planning, business district management, marketing 
and communications, and real estate. Our role is to foster the development of a dense urban neighborhood anchored by 
affordable housing, good access to transit, amenities, and services that people need to utilize—hospitals and childcare facilities, 
workforce development & job training facilities, and job centers.  
 
Resources garnered through the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have been crucial in establishing Lawrenceville as a regional 
destination with a national profile. We have asserted ourselves as a leader in creating tools that address needs that the private 
market cannot or will not address. The now-underfunded Main Street program, currently operating under the Keystone 
Communities Program umbrella, historically provided us capacity and project resources to transform our commercial district 
into a regional gem and genuine model for revitalization. Our business district now boasts the largest number of women-
owned businesses in Western Pennsylvania and serves as a destination for visitors from around the country. That did not occur 
by accident. It required the steady hand of our organization as a steward for that effort—buoyed by the Main Street program. 
Our experience has proven that downtowns are worth saving. We recommend that Main Street become a legitimate policy 
priority for the Commonwealth.   
 
Additionally, Neighborhood Partnership Program investments have solidified our relationships with our corporate community 
and the community partners discussed above, and led to Lawrenceville serving as a laboratory for innovation in addressing 
regional community problems. One such problem is the lack of quality affordable housing in the neighborhood. Lawrenceville’s 
median home sale price has skyrocketed 900% since 2005, and Lawrenceville lost over half of its Housing Choice voucher units 
between 2011 and 2016. To address issues of displacement and the lack of quality affordable housing, we have created the 1st 
community land trust in Western Pennsylvania, which offers permanently affordable housing to households of modest means. 
By maintaining affordability in perpetuity, CLTs represent the most cost effective and efficient use of public and private 
resources for the creation of affordable housing. In 2018 we developed and sold the first phase of our land trust houses, and 
community interest was overwhelming. The LC garnered over 400 applications for our homes. The homes are currently 
owner-occupied by first-time homeowners. LC and its partners anticipate the creation of 100 units across multiple 
neighborhoods in the next 5 years. To be clear: we would not be on this path without support through the Neighborhood 
Partnership Program. Moving forward, and given limited resources, we believe that the Commonwealth should prioritize 
community land trusts by providing preference to CLTs in the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program, and working with 
the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency to expand and create a clear preference for permanently affordable housing through 
the State Housing Trust Fund--mirroring priorities already established in the City of Pittsburgh’s Housing Trust Fund.  
 
Thank you for this opportunity. We are grateful for your continued support and interest in our work.  
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Brittany Reno, Sharpsburg Neighborhood Organization

I serve as both Sharpsburg Borough council president and the executive director of our local
resident-driven community development organization, Sharpsburg Neighborhood Organization,
which I founded in 2014 to engage residents in local community projects and long-term
planning

Sharpsburg’s a working class, industrial borough of about 3,400 residents, with a poverty rate of
about 27% and an unemployment rate of around 12%. These are projections from the 2010
census, though I think the 2020 census will reveal a large shift in our local demographics.

I have lived in this town for about five and a half years, and in that time I’ve seen a huge amount
of change in the community. Most of the changes are good and positive. New businesses, fewer
vacancies, fewer blighted and abandoned structures, and improved outdoor spaces have all
made Sharpsburg a more vibrant and enjoyable place to live. Four years ago, the number of
vacant/blighted structures in our community was around 120. Today, thanks to the Allegheny
County Vacant Property Recovery Program and a rapidly strengthening local real estate market,
that number is down to about 15.

While many residents are happy with the changes, and while the Borough is happy to forego tax
rate increases for the fourth year in a row due to sound finances and the naturally strengthening
tax base, this evolution of our community has not come without its issues.

The first few years I lived here, many residents lamented the long-deteriorating conditions in the
borough, specifically the 120 blighted houses. While these complaints still trickle in, I hear vastly
more often now from people who can no longer find an affordable place to rent or buy in
Sharpsburg; people whose families have lived here for generations who can no longer afford the
rent in town; and single parents who have to move their kids out of the Fox Chapel School
District because their landlords are evicting them to renovate and double the rent.

Those who have a little more money can still afford to rent here but can no longer afford to put
away money for a down payment on a home of their own. The median sales price for a home in
Sharpsburg has about doubled in the past three years, and an influx of new residents from
around the country and region has pushed longtime residents out of the community just as the
community has finally begun to enjoy an improved quality of life after fifty years of decline
following the collapse of the steel industry. A few years ago, the average Sharpsburg house for
sale sat on the market for six months. Today, the average house for sale in Sharpsburg is sold
within six days, and many are sold the same day they’re listed, with multiple offers over the
asking price.

These are real situations that have drastically increased in prevalence as our housing market,
which is across the river from popular East End neighborhoods, swells beyond anything it’s
seen in the past 50 years of disinvestment. Families who already have fewer resources—



namely. time and money—than their wealthier counterparts are being forced to move further
away from resources that have formerly been accessible in the dense and well-connected urban
areas of our region.

So what are some strategies for improving the quality and safety of neighborhoods without
further burdening people already struggling to get by in these communities?

- Incentivize growth in communities that need it for the people who need IL Allocate
funding to homeownership and connected wraparound services (credit counseling,
nonprofit rent-to-own programs, job training, small business coaching) in communities
with high rates of transience, low rates of homeownership, high rates of blight, and high
rates of vacancy. Wraparound anti-poverty programs like the Circles program connect
people in chronic poverty with housing, legal, economic, and job training resources as
well as building social connections between program participants and people with
successful careers and regional connections.

- Prioritize affordable housing development projects that are “permanently
affordable” and stewarded by non-profit organizations rather than for-profit
projects with affordability that expires after a set time. The need for affordable
homeownership and rental opportunities is growing as stagnated wages are not keeping
up with inflation and rising housing, healthcare, childcare, and education costs. Enriching
private developers to help them build market-rate units that often sit vacant—in
communities already burdened by a shortage of affordable units—does not strengthen a
community and certainly does not help the people who already call the community
home.

While some regional leaders discuss our area’s affordability as a strong selling point to attract
businesses and higher paying jobs, I urge you all and other lawmakers at the county, state, and
federal levels to remember that attracting wealthier workers to our area without raising the floor
on wages for our most vulnerable workers or without putting widespread protections in place for
keeping housing and childcare and healthcare costs under control will only serve to further
entrench people in poverty and shift the problems of blight, vacancy, and unemployment around
to other communities without actually solving the problem. At a time of unprecedented corporate
and CEO wealth in our country, it’s a huge shame and no accident that so many workers at the
bottom of the corporate ladder are finding it more and more impossible to access the American
Dream touted by so many.

To help lift people out of poverty, it is critical that we invest in people and programs, not just in
brick and mortar building projects, so that the people can in turn invest in their communities,
local businesses, and families, ultimately realizing the long-term benefits of things like affordable
homes, quality employment, emergency/retirement savings, and access to the necessary
components of a happy and productive life.
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Good morning, Representative Sara Innamorato, members of the House Democratic Policy
Committee, and today’s attendees. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this
important conversation surrounding the enhancement of our local neighborhoods.

My name is Dr. Jessica Mann, and I am the Director of the Center for Community-Engaged
Teaching and Research at Duquesne University, commonly referred to as CETR. Under the
leadership of President Ken Gormley, we have adopted a strategic plan that situates the
institution as a regional flagship for community engagement.

CETR serves as the academic hub for community engagement at Duquesne. Our center provides
support for teaching, learning, and research that promotes knowledge creation, civic
development, and community transformation. Community-engaged learning is a pedagogy that
is built on community-based experiences that mobilize the knowledge, skills, and values of an
academic discipline. This process is different from traditional volunteerism as it:

1. emphasizes students’ civic development;
2. utilizes structured and ongoing reflection; and
3. emphasizes the need for sustained, reciprocal partnerships between the institution and

community partners.

Community-engaged research is an approach to scholarship in which authentic partnerships
between scholars and community organizations generate and apply knowledge that is relevant
to disciplinary discovery to community concerns in local contexts. The key principles for
community-engaged research include:

1. collaborative, equitable partnerships;
2. a balance between research and action for all partnership members;
3. an asset-based approach;
4. co-ownership of data; and
5. the dissemination of findings and knowledge via products of benefit to all parties.

The partnerships that develop for the purposes of community-engaged projects and initiatives
can take many forms, including community-based research, policy work, co-learning
arrangements, and dialogue groups. However, regardless of the form taken, community
engaged projects consistently strive to develop authentic relationships that foreground the
social and environmental problems that the collaboration seeks to address.



As a higher education administrator with a research focus on community-engagement, as well
as experience in leading the service-learning and community engagement efforts of multiple
institutions across the region, I can speak to the importance of responsible and authentic
partnerships as they relate to successful and sustainable community development.

The tenants of community-engaged research and teaching, which I previously mentioned, can
and should apply to community development projects and initiatives outside of higher
education. By utilizing a partnership approach, you are able to enter into a community with the
purpose of initiating conversations and setting shared goals, asking questions rather than giving
answers, which not only creates goodwill among residents, but also encourages high levels of
engagement. In addition, an asset-based mindset encourages the community’s local assets to
serve as the foundation for development planning. In other words, by utilizing the skills of local
residents, the influence of local agencies and associations, as well as the resources of local
institutions, asset-based community development plans are able to draw on existing strengths
and resources to build stronger, more sustainable communities for the future.

In order to successfully mitigate gentrification, preserve affordable housing, and cultivate a
successful culture of local entrepreneurship, it is important to allocate time for developing
relationships. A citizen-centered approach not only allows for the provision of space for current
residents to voice their concerns and share their history and culture with potential developers,
but also for the opportunity for residents to articulate priorities and concerns surrounding the
community and development plans moving forward. By utilizing this approach, an environment
where shared values and mutual accountability can develop, thus fostering equitable and
genuine dynamics between developers, community members, agencies, institutional
representatives, and the government.

By taking the time to learn about a community, engage and empower its members, and
discover the unique assets of the neighborhood, it is possible to positively affect the larger
community while subsequently allowing individuals to respond to and create local economic
opportunities that fit their needs and desires. In this sense, by acknowledging the people and
resources already in existence within the community and celebrating the strengths and
successes of a community’s shared history, it is possible to leverage existing support that drives
development and change in an efficient and well-supported manner.
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Testimony by Jayne Miller, President & CEO, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy

As we all know, Pittsburgh has faced financial challenges for decades which have had a
dramatic, negative impact on many of the City’s neighborhoods, including our parks. The City
has worked hard to balance the public’s interests in all the public services it is responsible for,
including working to best manage and care for City parks with very limited resources.

Over the last 20 years, approximately $500 million have been allocated to Pittsburgh parks — an
average annual investment of less than $25 million, with per capita spending today on parks in
Pittsburgh at $99. As a comparison, Minneapolis, which has the number one park system in the
United States is spending $247 per capita on parks.

Parks are the cornerstone, the center pieces of strong neighborhoods. They serve as the great
spaces for the health and wellbeing of the neighborhood to flourish. Parks are the most
democratic spaces in any city, and as such are critical to addressing a city’s needs for racial and
economic equity. They provide places for all members of our city to gather, contemplate,
recreate and be physically active.

Parks are consistently cited as a main attraction for luring new employees to a city. For cities to
compete in the global marketplace, they must be desirable destinations in order to draw
individuals and companies. Eighty-three percent of people in the United States are living in
urban centers, more than ever before in our nation’s history, and that number is continuing to
grow. Today’s citizenry wants to be in cities where there is a high quality of life with great
green spaces, the ability to access them easily and quickly, biking and walking trails, restaurants
and active lifestyle choices. To compete at this level and truly be a vibrant city, Pittsburgh
must make smart investments, with parks as the centerpiece.

Parks improve the environmental sustainability of cities. When properly designed and
integrated into cities, parks serve as the natural filter for stormwater before it enters our rivers.
For example, the Minneapolis Park System filters nearly 100 percent of all the city’s stormwater
— a total of nearly 30 billion gallons of snow and rain each year. The topography of Pittsburgh
and its parks provides an incredible opportunity to solve much of the city’s stormwater
challenges. Pittsburgh’s hilly terrain and three rivers make flood control especially critical, with
investment in strategic stormwater management being essential.

A tree-filled city will reduce the carbon footprint, reduce harmful particulate matter, improve
air quality and create a more livable city. Investments in park and street trees, tree pruning,
and tree planting will improve the city’s urban forest, improve air quality for city residents and
for those commuting to Pittsburgh to work, and create a softer, greener urban environment.
Public trees in Minneapolis save $5.8 million in energy costs annually — enough to power 4,350
homes each year. Minneapolis trees absorb and hold 9.2 million pounds of carbon from the
atmosphere each year to build branches and leaves and take 8,936 cars off the road. All this is



$700,000 worth of reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and the removal of 330,000 pounds of
harmful particulate matter from the air.

The benefits of parks for health and well-being is well established and well documented. A 10-
minute walk can enhance physical fitness, reduce the risk of chronic disease and improve brain
function, like learning and memory. The 10 minutes it takes to walk back home, not to mention
the activity done in between, are a bonus. Research has shown that community green space
can reduce violent crime; social isolation, especially for older adults; improve concentration for
children with attention deficit disorder; enhance relaxation; and promote self-esteem and
resilience. Minneapolis leads the nation’s metropolitan areas in providing the best overall
access for the most people to well-equipped and serviced public parks and recreation, with St.
Paul, Minneapolis’ sister city, ranked as the #2 park system in the nation. Not surprising, then,
is the fact that Minneapolis-St. Paul is also ranked the healthiest urban region in the country.

Parks are cultural assets of our city. With proper investment, parks improve life in the city and
the quality of life for all its citizenry. When parks are properly cared for, they drive economic
development. Properties adjacent to well cared-for parks have the greatest economic value in
a city. Public parks motivate investment from the private sector — for housing and business
development — creating active spaces throughout cities. In the City of Minneapolis, $300
million in public investment was made extending the park system along a 4 mile stretch of the
Mississippi River which resulted in over $2 billion of private housing and business investments.

Every resident is entitled to a quality park within a ten-minute walk. With these investments in
parks, communities and neighborhoods will thrive, and economic development will occur.
Going hand in hand with a thriving community and neighborhood is the potential for
gentrification. In Pittsburgh, we can ensure that neighborhoods thrive. We can ensure that
investments are made equitably, specifically addressing racial and economic inequities. As we
strengthen neighborhoods, we need to ensure that lower-income residents and neighborhood
entrepreneurs are not displaced. This can be done using several strategies some of which
include increasing housing affordability and stability, making the City’s housing trust fund well-
funded and well managed, preserving the affordability of city’s homes that have deed or
income restrictions by creating a housing preservation program, and expanding employment
and ownership opportunities for low income residents.

In closing, I ask that as you consider enhancing neighborhoods, you focus on two key
investments:

• Parks, as they address so many factors for a community and its residents —

environmental sustainability — with particular focus on Pittsburgh on air and
water quality, racial and economic equity, health and well-being, economic
development, and the overall quality of life of a community and its residents,
and

• Implementing tools and strategies to prevent gentrification from happening to
ensure that Pittsburgh is a place for all and that no longer will a person’s zip code
will not determine their health, wellness or financial status.
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My name is Laura Poskin, and—as we like to do at Age-Friendly Greater Pittsburgh—I’ll
lead with my age and where I live. I am 35. 1 live here in Pittsburgh, in a co-op
community in Mt. Washington.

Last weekend, my parents were visiting, helping set up our nursery, and we went on a
walk to Grandview Avenue. I was so touched to see a tribute to the 11 Tree of Life
victims outside Saint Mary of the Mount. It is still there after 11 weeks, and it’s next to a
big sign that reads:

Love thy neighbor. No exceptions.

The age-friendly movement as all about making our region more inclusive and respectful
of every generation.

Basically, our work is about loving your neighbor.

Many of our neighborhoods here in Allegheny County are undergoing rapid demographic
change. We have a growing number of “longtime residents,” people who have lived here
for decades. At the same time, we have a growing number of “newcomers,” an infusion
of young professionals, students and immigrants from across the globe.

Our work through Age-Friendly Greater Pittsburgh is about bridging that divide. Whether
we’re advocating for safer crosswalks or organizing intergenerational events, our work
says to neighbors of all ages and walks of life; “We care about you. We respect you. We
want you here.”

We are living longer than ever before, and we know that 90% of people want to age in
place. My Pop Pop, for example, lived in the home he built in Ebensburg, PA until he
was 95. He owned a clothing store. He sponsored a little league team. He, as one of very
few Jewish people in town, was part of an interfaith discussion group.
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What could he do from home the last decade of his life? Not much. Most days, he read
the paper and watched CNN from his recliner in the living room.

Age-friendly design—when it comes to physical spaces, but also when it comes to
programs and opportunities—opens up options for us to participate in the communities
we call home. That goes for people like Pop Pop, but also for kids and busy families. A
sidewalk that works better for my grandfather works better for my five year old niece and
it works better for a 25 year old carrying groceries.

Policymakers who are mindful of our needs across generations are saying: “We care
about you. We respect you. We want you here.” It’s loving your neighbor in action.

Age-Friendly Greater Pittsburgh is an initiative of Southwestern Pennsylvania
Partnership for Aging, funded by the Hillman Family Foundations. We are part of a
network run by the World Health Organization and, in our country, by AARP.
Nationally, there are 318 age-friendly communities. In Pennsylvania, we have six;

1. Philadelphia
2. West Chester
3. Swarthmore
4. Lehigh Valley
5. Lancaster
6. Greater Pittsburgh

Being an age-friendly community doesn’t automatically mean you’re a great place to
grow old. It means your area is dedicated to making changes over a five-year cycle.

Our planning process engaged more than 100 organizations and 800 residents.
Collectively, we decided to focus on three areas through 2020: Access, Connection and
Innovation. Here’s how we describe them:

ACCESS: We envision a region that’s open to all of us. It’s easy tofind and afford
dUferent options, whether we ‘re lookingfor a new home or a ride across town.

CONNECTION: We envision a region that supports one another. We celebrate the
power ofrelationships that build bridges across ages and flie experiences.

INNOVATION: We envision a region that’s relentlessly pushingfor progress. We all
can benefit from advancements in technolo’ and ideas. We all can see what’s on the
horizon.
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Three states have stepped up to become Age-Friendly States: New York, Colorado and
Massachusetts. Governor Andrew Cuomo of New York embeds their work in their
“Health Across All Policies” initiative, to incorporate health into state agency decision
making. New York also recently announced a grant program to support communities
enrolling in the age-friendly network.

Alongside AARP Pennsylvania, we have started to explore the possibility of becoming an
Age-Friendly State. Regardless of where that leads, I challenge you to be a champion in
the General Assembly for age-friendly communities.

Statewide, our demographics underscore the urgency. In the past seven years, our older
population has grown at a rate over 20 times that of the state’s general population. People
ages 65+ now represent 17.8 percent of the state’s population. That’s 2.27 million people.

Yes, I saved my stats until the very end, purposefully.

We’re not here today to talk about the macro. We’re here today to talk about enhancing
neighborhoods. Representative Innamorato. thank you for choosing to start your term by
addressing this essential, micro-level topic. Neighborhoods are about people, and we are
all aging, which is a beautiful thing—so long as we can all participate in life our whole
life.


