


Bringing your tax dollars home to the district

One of the most important parts of my job is working to bring your tax dollars home to strengthen resources for our schools, first
responders, and community programs and projects. Below are a few highlights.

e Tass

| was proud to help secure new funding
for the Philipsburg-Osceola Area School
District, including nearly $500,000

for essential roof replacement work

on the high school and $75,000 for

new equipment for the high school
marching band.

The school district also received more than $130,700 for school security and
mental health resources as part of a package of nearly $1 million in school security
and mental health grants for our schools districtwide.

2.

In other funding news, | was excited to help secure $250,000 for a comprehensive study of State College Borough'’s 50-year-
old public transit station. The project will lay the groundwork for critical upgrades and improvements to make the station more
accessible.

To build on our community’s special connection to the arts, | helped secure $105,750 to allow the Nittany Performing Arts
Centre to begin design and engineering work for a 200-seat studio theater and a full-sized 800-seat theater with an orchestra
pit, a lobby with concessions, parking, and related features.
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Riparian buffers preserve water quality, prevent erosion, and protect delicate ecosystems. | was proud to help ClearWater
Conservancy of PA secure $99,700 for installation of riparian forest buffers along part of the Susquehanna River Watershed in
Centre County.

To ensure accessibility for residents with disabilities, | helped secure nearly $84,000 to allow the Strawberry Fields
Transportation Program to purchase a fully accessible van with a wheelchair lift.
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A REAL ID isn’t mandatory — but it might come in handy!

Getting a REAL ID-compliant driver’s license or identification card is not mandatory, but once
enforcement of the federal REAL ID Act begins on May 7, you will no longer be able to use your
regular state driver’s license or photo ID card to board a domestic commercial flight or enter a
federal building or military installation that requires ID. Instead, you’ll need to present either a
REAL ID-compliant driver’s license or photo ID card or some other form of federally accepted
identification, such as a passport or military ID.

If you fly frequently and want to continue using your driver’s license as identification at the airport,
you may want to consider upgrading to a REAL ID.

Scan the QR code on the right to read more about REAL ID.

In December, our staffer Nanci Rommel (left, at center) attended a wonderful holiday party and recognition celebration hosted
by the Arc of Centre County at Axemann Brewery. Nanci was joined by her daughter, Katy Rommel, and Centre County

Commissioner Mark Higgins. At right, excellence awards are presented.

The 25th anniversary celebration of PSU’s College of Information Sciences and Technology featured wonderful performances

from PSU’s a cappella group Blue in the Face and dance group Bounce!




