


2024/25 Budget Priorities

On February 6th, Governor Josh Shapiro kicked-off
the 2024-25 state budget process by addressing the
Pennsylvania General Assembly in a joint session to
announce his budget proposals. Budget discussions
and hearings will commence in the House through
February and early March. As a member of the
Appropriations Committee, | will participate in these
conversations to include policy initiatives that will
not only benefit our community but all of
Pennsylvania as well.

Last year the Commonwealth Court ruled that
Pennsylvania fails to adequately fund public
education and directed the General Assembly to
establish a new methodology. The Basic Education
Funding Commission was established in 2023 to
review and recornmend a new formula for the funding
of Pennsylvania's 500 school districts. It released its
recommendations this past January. The results
were not surprising to me: the state budget needs to
take on more responsibility so that every student in
each school district has access to a proper education.
The House Majority produced a report to provide
guidelines based on the recommendations of the
commission. You can read that report by going to
www.basiceducationfundingcommission.com.

To improve education in some districts and to
maintain the current standard in others, it will require
a new budgeting procedure that provides avenues for
facility improvements, staff and faculty retention, and
student mental health supports. Programs like
universal Pre-K and Kindergarten, career and
technical training, public libraries, school safety
rmeasures, and the use of technology are also critical.
Finally, current charter school funding and needs for

-

reform must be part of any conversation. All
Pennsylvanians want our students to be successful
learners in reading, math, science and social studies,
as well as for efficient specialized education programs
to be supported. The General Assembly must commit
to improving how we budget for and how we fund
public schools if we want to provide our students with
a quality education. | will work closely with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to produce a
funding plan that gives our students what they require
for scholastic success.

Inthe 24/25 budget I'd also like to see investments
that build on our previous successes of child care tax
credits and universal free breakfast by meeting the
needs of our students no matter what age they are.
Additionally, | hope to see efforts that expand
healthcare services to our seniors, veterans, and
disabled persons. We also need serious investments
that revitalize our aging roads, bridges, and
infrastructure, and investments that reduce the
likelihood of flooding to protect our homes and
businesses from disaster.

| realize that I've listed a lot of pressing issues and
initiatives that need a lot of money. These priorities
are just that: priorities. To fund education and child
care, to support our nurses, first responders,
teachers, and librarians, and to strengthen our
infrastructure state-wide, we will need to move
money out of some very old and dusty budget lines.
It does not have to cost more to fund a better future
for Pennsylvania!









A healthy riparian buffer on the Perkiomen Creek in our district.

UPCOMING Events

" April |

Senior Fair

Looking for assistance with senior
programs? Stop by my Senior Fair on
April 25th at the Philadelphia Expo

_ Center to learn about what federal,

state, and county programs are
available to seniors and caregivers
in Pennsylvania!

" Juy |Shred Event

The third annual shred event with

Rep. Matt Bradford's office is
scheduled for July 13th! Avoid identity
theft and safely dispose of personal

" documents. Two boxes per household,

ONMLY PAPER, no trash, starts at 9AM.
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Perkiomen Watershed
Initiative

Inthe past decade, our region has seen
dozens of large-scale flooding events that
have caused extensive damage to homes,
businesses, and public and private
infrastructure, costing millions of dollars to
repair and reopen. Last year | begana
project to create a comprehensive analysis
of flooding along the Perkiomen Creek and
consider mitigations that would reduce
flooding and its costly impacts to
communities throughout the Perkiomen
Watershed.

I'm truly excited to announce that my
Perkiormen Watershed Initiative will begin in
earnest this year as Montgomery County
and the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection recently signed
an agreement to begin the study. The
analysis will take place throughout the four
counties in the watershed, Montgomery,
Bucks, Berks and Lehigh, and will
comprehensively examine stormwater
conditions throughout the watershed
based on the cumulative effects of
development in our region and the current,
real-life levels of rainfall we are receiving.
The study will identify practical and
implementable projects to mitigate run-off
from large and extrerne storms.

Public input, as well as involvement from
county officials, municipal governments
and non-profit organizations, will be
important to establish an accurate picture
of the watershed and where the biggest
concerns of current and future flooding
are located.

If you have questions about this project or
would like to get involved, please feel free
to contact my office.
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