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Dear Neighbor,
| hope your 2022 is off to a great start.

This year, I've hit the ground running. We are currently in the middle of hearings for next year’s state budget and
| am prioritizing the needs of Pennsylvanians as we recover from this pandemic.

Education funding, charter school reform, gun violence prevention, raising the minimum wage, and transitioning
Pennsylvania to a green economy have been legislative priorities of mine since | was elected in 2018. However,
in the immediate future, | will be advocating for the release of the federal pandemic recovery funds that the
Republicans have hoarded in our Rainy Day Fund when they should have been invested in supporting workers
and initiatives across the state that were already struggling before the pandemic.

Additionally, | will be fighting to address the growing shortage of teachers, bus drivers, school nurses,
paraprofessionals and education support personnel. | am also working hard to ensure health care facilities and
nursing homes are adequately staffed. These past two years have shown us more than ever that we must make
investments in our workforce and keep our supply chain strong. We must also make vast improvements in our
child care sector and provide hazard pay for essential workers.

It literally rains inside some of our schools and far too many classrooms pose toxic hazards to our children and
our teachers. We must repair our school buildings and provide students with a safe environment in which they
can learn and thrive. Our state budget must reflect fully and fairly funding our schools and making investments
in the buildings where our children learn and teachers and faculty work.

| invite you to reach out to me and my team with questions about anything you read in this newsletter, as well
as with questions about any state government-related resources. My office phone number is 215-503-3245, and
my email address is Replsaacson@pahouse.net.

Sincerely,

Ls

Rep. Mary Isaacson



Working Hard in Harrisburg

In 2021, | worked to bring more than $7 million in funding back
to our district in the form of grants. These grant dollars will
benefit the receiving organizations and the greater community,
with funds injected into economic development projects, parks
and recreation projects, historic preservation projects and more.

If you work with an organization that is trying to secure grant
funding and would like my help, please reach out to my office at
215-503-3245 and my team and | will help however we can.
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in Pennsylvania
are among the
lowest performing
schools in our
commonwealth,
and yet they
spend a lot of tax
dollars marketing
to attract more
students. | serve ;
on the Education Committee and | am constantly pushing

for legislation to hold the Board of Education accountable,
advocating for transparency in reporting, reforming charter
schools and stopping our tax money from flowing into corporate
education. No one should profit off Philadelphia’s children
having to learn in classrooms that are crumbling and filled with
hazardous conditions. | am a full supporter of charter school
reform with a specific focus on cyber charter schools.

I have actually introduced legislation to address charter school
reform, funding and methods through a thorough study and
report. | am not a proponent of corporate education and | am
sick of charter schools not being held to the same standards
and accountability as our neighborhood public schools. |

have visited cyber charter schools in which they are selling
curriculum to public schools that was paid for by state funding
that should have gone to educate our children in public
schools. | have received brochures for cyber charter schools
that are literally gilded in gold. While a tax credit program exists
for private school benefits, | have voted against any expansion
of the program and would rather see those funds go to the
public education system.

Legislation To Reduce Catalytic
Converter Thefts Introduced

As precious-metals prices soared, catalytic converter thefts

jumped nationally from about 100 a month in 2018 to triple that
rate the next year. Last year, that number skyrocketed to more
than 1,200, according to the National Insurance Crime Bureau.

Victims often have to shell out about $2,000 to replace their
catalytic converter, which is necessary to pass inspection.

I've proposed legislation intended to stop the theft of catalytic
converters by expanding regulations on the transaction of
catalytic converters in scrapyards.

My legislation would require: (1) those selling a catalytic
converter to a scrapyard to provide the year, make, model,
and VIN for the vehicle; (2) the buyer to take a picture of the
catalytic converter and its seller at the time of sale; and (3) the
buyer to withhold payment until two days after the purchase.

HB 2290: TITLE 18-
PREVENTING CATALYTIC
CONVERTER THEFT

HB 2291: DETACHED
CATALYTIC CONVERTER
THEFT

RepMarylsaacson.com
















