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Budget process begins

Last month, Gov. Tom Wolf joined us in the House chamber
for a special joint session of the General Assembly to
present his 2018-19 budget. I'm pleased to see the
governor keeping the momentum going and restoring
funding for cuts made by the former administration.

Pennsylvania cannot afford another budget impasse. Last
year, S&P’s Global Ratings downgraded the state’s credit
rating to the lowest it has been in 39 years. The financial
services company cited our more than $2 billion deficit
and the reliance on one-time financial fixes in negotiating
budgets over the last decade.

As a member of the House Appropriations Committee,

| had a seat at the table during three weeks of budget
hearings. | advocated for working families, seniors,
students, while staying aligned with the governor’s budget
proposal, including:

FOCUS ON EDUCATION: During the 2017-18 budget impasse, | joined the

Philadelphia Delegation for a news conference to urge
solutions to fix recurring revenue gaps by placing a
commonwealth; severance tax on natural gas drilling companies, closing

. . i corporate tax loopholes, and raising Pennsylvania’s
B More investment in pre-kindergarten and Head Start minimum wage.
programs; and

B $120 million more for school districts across the

W Increased funding for state universities and career and

i ) MAKING GAS DRILLERS PAY
technical education.

THEIR FAIR SHARE:
ATTENTION TO THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: B | support his call for a severance tax on natural-

B The governor is also building on the investments made gas drilling. It's mind-boggling to see such a tax in
in the fight against the opioid and heroin epidemic that neighboring states and yet, Pennsylvania fails to make
is taking lives and destroying families in Philadelphia the drilling industry pay its fair share for doing business
and across Pennsylvania. here.
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Taking steps to expand
insurance options for
women and families

In the United States, 10 percent of women aged 15 to 44
experience infertility. That's close to 270,000 women in
our commonwealth. Treatment options exist. However,
they are costly. On average, an in vitro fertilization cycle
in the United States costs approximately $10,000 to
$15,000.

Although the decision to have a baby with the
assistance of infertility treatment is serious and sensitive,
the option should not be discarded simply due to

the burdensome cost of treatment. | have proposed
legislation to make this option more affordable for
families by providing insurance coverage for treatment.

In addition to fertility options, my colleague Rep. Leanne
Krueger-Braneky and | unveiled a plan to protect access
to birth control through health insurance coverage. In
Pennsylvania, at least 2.5 million women depend on this
coverage to access affordable, effective contraceptives —
and recent federal rollbacks are threatening it.

The legislation would require that all state-regulated
insurance plans in Pennsylvania cover any prescription
or non-prescription method of birth control approved

by the FDA. It would cover both contraceptives and
vasectomies, eliminate most co-payments, enable
women to receive 12 months of birth control at one time,
and lift pre-authorizations on intrauterine devices (IUDs).

The preventive benefit under the Affordable Care Act
saved women $1.4 billion on birth control the first year
it went into effect and contributed to an all-time low in
unintended pregnancy. | am committed to ensuring that
all women in Pennsylvania have access to affordable
insurance options so they may choose when and how
they start or grow their families.

New Northeast passport
acceptance facility

| attended a ribbon-cutting to
officially announce that the
Northeast Regional Library
has been designated as a U.S.
Department of State Passport
Acceptance Facility.

Services include passport
processing for new U.S.
passports or passport cards,
passport photographs and
expedited service. It is important
that we make U.S. passports
more accessible to residents, especially as Pennsylvania
works towards implementing Real ID-compliant driver’s
licenses and photo ID cards. The new location offers
walk-in services, as well as weekend and evening hours.

The Northeast Regional Library is located at 2228
Cottman Ave., and its Passport Office, located on the first
floor of the library, is open:

B Tuesdays 3 p.m.to 7 p.m.

B Wednesdays 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
B Fridays 1 p.m.to 4 p.m.

B Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Appointments are available by calling 215-725-1740 or
emailing passports@freelibrary.org. The office is staffed
by two passport agents.

Costs for the available services are set by the State
Department. The Passport Office accepts money orders
or personal checks; it does not accept cash.

Bl $110 for 4-6 week passport delivery
(check payable to U.S. Department of State)

Bl $170 for expedited passport delivery
(check payable to U.S. Department of State)

B $25 processing fee
(check payable to Free Library of Philadelphia Foundation)

Bl $10 photo fee, if necessary
(check payable to Free Library of Philadelphia Trustees)

I would like to remind you that my office can assist
you in applying for new birth certificates. If you
have a pre-2001 birth certificate, it may no longer
be valid when applying for a passport. My office
has the forms and can help you fill them out, and
transfer them to the appropriate state agency.











