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Valentines for Veterans event. School children in the
district created
homemade
cards that we
distributed to
residents of

the Soldiers’

and Sailors’
Home and

the Veterans’
Hospital. It was
a privilege to
spend some
quality time with
the veterans

and show our
appreciation for
their service. The
residents loved
receiving cards
from the school
children. It truly
made their day!
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Edinboro, Washington
Township joining the
3rd Legislative Distl_'ict

Come December, the 3rd Legislative District y
that I now represent will have a new look. -

Edinboro and Washington Township will join &
the district. F

The changes are coming because the "
state constitution requires that | Miscresk
legislative districts be redrawn
every 10 years to reflect
population shifts and to ensure
accurate distribution of state and ) ,
federal money. i -

Most of the current 3rd Legislative
District will not be affected by

the changes. Remaining in the L 3
district will be McKean Township

and McKean Borough, as well as
Districts 2 through 24 in Millcreek
Township, with the exception of

District 21.
The changes do not affect your
township, borough or school Edinbiore

district affiliation. Again, the
transition will take effect in
December 2014.

No matter the changes, | remain
committed to providing the best of
service to ALL citizens. My legislative
website, www.pahouse.net/Bizzarro,
features news releases and links to
an employment center and a variety
of key state resources, and my offices
are available for any questions you

|
may have. B Support property tax reform
All the best, u
and higher education
) [ |
p— . community service
B Support child protective services

Ryan Bizzarro

Legislative Insights

B Opposed massive increase in gasoline tax [ |
B Support job creation and job training
B Proposed legislation to crack downon elder W
abuse in thefts of prescription meds
Oppose privatization of Pennsylvania Lottery W

Support adequate funding of public schools [ |

Support community involvement and [ |

UPMC/Highmark town hall

| joined other area lawmakers to serve as host for a town
hall meeting in February to discuss House Bills 1621 and
1622, which would protect patient access and choice in
the health care marketplace. The bills were introduced

by state Reps. Jim Christiana and Dan Frankel, who
participated in the town hall. It is vital that our hospitals
are open to everyone, regardless of the insurance card
they carry, especially in local UPMC and Highmark service
areas. The sponsors of the town hall are determined to
keep the public informed on the issue.

Caucus Member

Northwest Delegation, treasurer
Alternative Energy
Bipartisan Reform

Cancer
Early Childhood

Committees

Aging and Older Adult Services
(Appointed to Subcommittee
on Programs and Benefits)

Veterans Affairs and
Emergency Preparedness
(Democratic secretary)

Firefighters & Emergency

Gaming Oversight Services

Homelessness
Oil & Gas
PA Legislative Sportsmen’s

PA State System of Higher
Education

Policy

Support middle-income student debt
reduction

Proposed legislation to prevent elder abuse
via power of attorney

Prime sponsor of National Epilepsy
Awareness Month legislation

Prime sponsor of Leukemia/Light The Night
legislation

Prime sponsor of legislation that would allow
private companies to administer the road-
test portion of driver license examinations,
establishing a public-private partnership

Standing up for safety

At left, state Rep. Ted Harhai and | welcome state Fire Commissioner
Ed Mann to a briefing | sponsored for fire, police and emergency
personnel. The session focused on financial assistance for our
volunteer first responders and was held in November at the Westlake

Fire Department Social
Hall. Earlier this year, | was
proud to announce that fire
companies and volunteer
ambulance squads in Erie
County were approved to
receive more than $420,000
from the Pennsylvania Fire
Company and Volunteer
Ambulance Service grant
program.
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Rep. Bizzarro takes stand
against elder abuse

| have introduced two bills aimed at protecting
a growing segment of Pennsylvania’s
population, its senior citizens.

My House Bill 2006 takes aim at the
increasing thefts of prescription medications
from older adults. The legislation would
create new categories of theft offenses — and
create mandatory minimum sentences — for
those convicted of stealing, extorting or
deceiving seniors of their medications.

The second measure, House Bill 2007,
would make financial transactions made on
behalf of an incapacitated individual through
a power of attorney agreement to be more
readily used as evidence.

Amagzingly, current law does not enable
investigators to petition courts to secure such
financial documentation if an older adult is
unable to provide their consent because of
their incapacitation.

H.B. 2007 also would insert into power of
attorney documents a warning that a failure to
comply with the documents’ directives could
result in criminal charges.

Both bills are before the House Judiciary
Committee for consideration and would help
protect older and vulnerable Pennsylvanians
from abuse.

Lighting the night

As honorary chairman of the Sept. 19 “Light the Night” walk at Jerry Uht
Park in Erie, | was elated to help raise more than $100,000 for leukemia
and lymphoma research. Last year, the state House of Representatives
unanimously approved my House Resolution 403 to spotlight support and
recognize September as “Light the Night Walk Month” in Pennsylvania.




