








sediment in real time on the Susquehanna River. A similar effort is in place at Conowingo below 
the reservoir as a River Input Monitoring (RIM) station. This will allow us to determine the 
nutrient and sediment loads due to the historic load the reservoir compared to the load coming 
from the watershed above it. 

The 2026 Integrated Water Quality Report (IWQR) includes a new interactive water quality 
trend tool that allows the public and interested stakeholders to view WQN information in a more 
user-friendly way.  DEP is continuously enhancing and improving our data visualization tools to 
ensure transparency and to grow public engagement. 

Water Quality Assessments 

Pennsylvania has the most advanced assessment program in the country and is one of the only 
states that uses assessment decisions and real water quality data to inform permitted pollution 
limits.   

A common misconception is that our Water Quality Standards, monitoring, assessments, and 
permitting programs prioritize aquatic life. However, human health is a priority, specifically 
related to drinking water, fish consumption, and water contact uses.  Pennsylvania has the fourth 
largest drinking water program in the nation, behind only California, Texas, and Michigan. DEP 
ensures the safe and reliable supply of drinking water for more than 11 million Commonwealth 
residents and visitors through the regulation of approximately 8,000 Public Water Systems 
(PWS), as well as the permitting and regulation of upstream dischargers. Drinking water for 
nearly 80% of Pennsylvania residents is from surface waters, which are treated by PWS. 

Pennsylvania maintains 220,000 assessment units across almost 86,000 miles of streams and 
rivers and 2 million acres of bays, lakes and wetlands; this is 10 times more than any other state. 
In other words, we use a targeted approach to assess our waters and base our decisions on data. 
DEP assesses uses on a segment-by-segment basis, using the USGS National Hydrography 
Dataset (NHD) rather than a larger watershed or sub-watershed scale. DEP develops and 
implements very precise assessment methods that identify specific sources and causes. This is 
especially important in areas with mixed land use, as it allows DEP to be able to determine more 
specifically the source and cause of impairment so that the impairment can be addressed at that 
very localized scale. Most other states employ a statistical approach which only allows 
assessments to be applied at a less targeted level, not at a segment scale.   

DEP invests approximately $3 million per year to assess Pennsylvania surface waters. The 
IWQR is published biennially and submitted it to the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) for approval as required by the Clean Water Act. Since 2004, DEP has recorded 
1,099 miles of restored streams and 35,504 acres of restored lakes. The draft 2026 IWQR was 
published on November 29, 2025, for public comment with the goal of finalizing and submitting 
the final report to EPA in early April.  
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We live in a wet world 
with a lot of polluted streams.
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More projects.
Better projects.

Aggregate effort to headwaters.
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More projects.
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