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Disclaimer:  
The views and opinions expressed during the Summit sessions are those of the speakers and do not 
necessarily reflect the views or positions of any entities we represent. All content is for informational 
purposes only and no material presented is intended to be a substitute for professional advice, 
diagnosis, or treatment.  
 

 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who played a role in helping to plan the Disability & Mental Health Summit this 
year. Thank you to our Planning Committee, to the many testifiers and speakers who shared their 
expertise with us, and to our friends at Beth El for being so accommodating. Also we are grateful to Joe 
Polk from Thirteen Ball, who volunteered his time to update and manage our website. There can be no 
doubt that all of these people and organizations helped my office to help others, and I am truly 
grateful for everyone’s efforts. 
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Summit Session Information 
Resource Fair Open 11 am – 1 pm 

 
 

9:00 am – 10:00 am 

Mental Health 
Landscape in 
Pennsylvania 

 
 
Dr. Dale Adair, Chief Psychiatric Officer of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Human Services 
Join Dr. Adair for a discussion of the mental health 
landscape in Pennsylvania, and some of the key initiatives 
DHS is taking to improve access to mental healthcare. 

10:00 am – 12:00 pm 

Legislative 
Panel on 
Mental Health  

 

Discussion of the Behavioral Health Commission Report on Adult Behavioral Health 

o Rep. Mike Schlossberg  
o Recommendation 1 – Stabilize, Strengthen, and Expand the Workforce 

 Dr. Noreen Fredrick, UPMC Western Behavioral Health 
 Christine Michaels, NAMI Keystone PA 

o Recommendation 2 – Improve Criminal Justice and Public Safety Systems 
 Dr. Lucas Malishchak, Department of Corrections 
 Chief Jason Haberman, Mt. Lebanon Police Department 

Mental Health Needs in Schools 

o Emily Born, Allegheny County Office of Behavioral Health 
o Shannon Fagan, Allegheny Intermediate Unit 
o Emilia Peiffer, Pennsylvania School Counselors Association/PSEA 
o Dr. William Stropkaj, Keystone Oaks School District 
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1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 

Disability 
Services in 
Pennsylvania 

 
Dr. Val Arkoosh, Acting Secretary, and 
Kristin Ahrens, Deputy Secretary for 
the Department of Human Services 
Join Dr. Arkoosh and Deputy Secretary 
Ahrens for a discussion of the changing 
landscape of disability services in 
Pennsylvania. 

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

Legislative 
Panel on 
Disability  

 
Recommendations of the Employment First Oversight Commission 

o Dr. Josie Badger, Employment First Oversight Commission 
o Steven Suroviec, Employment First Oversight Commission 
o Marci Katona, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation 
o Eve Hill and the SEED Team 

Supports for College Students with Disabilities 

o Heather Conroy, Evolve Coaching 
o Jim Lilley, Office of Vocational Rehabilitation 
o Dr. Daphna Gans, Health Policy Expert 
o Kristen Weidus, Ruder Law 
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