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Dear Neighbor,

As your state representative, | could not be prouder of how our
community has responded to a pandemic, civil unrest and an economic
downturn all at once. Whether by supporting local businesses, sewing
masks, delivering food to seniors, displaying rainbow balloons on our
stoops, or making our voices heard through protests, we are resilient,
caring and creative. In the coming months, we will be required to work
together even more to recover, reopen and rebuild our communities.

The coronavirus pandemic and stay-at-home orders impacted

the livelihoods of many Pennsylvanians and highlighted racial

and socioeconomic disparities in health, education and economic
opportunity. Through the pandemic, | worked to put your needs first.

| advocated for responsive legislation. | voted to allocate millions in
state and federal CARES Act and other funds to schools, healthcare
institutions, small businesses, frontline workers and families. | worked
with our state leaders to extend deadlines for mail-in ballots, state

tax returns, and PennDOT registrations and renewals. | worked with
community partners to organize food and mask distributions throughout
the district.

Normally, | would be reporting on the state budget at this time of

year. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 health crisis restricted the revenue
necessary to put a responsible, realistic budget together for the full year.
So, the General Assembly passed a spending plan to cover five months.
In November, we’ll revisit the budget and, as always, I'll be fighting for

a fair and balanced budget that protects seniors, invests in our children
and grows our economy.

In this newsletter, | will highlight police reform efforts, COVID-19 relief
programs, legislation in Harrisburg and resources for our neighbors.
As we move forward, my staff and | are still here to serve you. We
are available remotely, by appointment and for curbside constituent
services. Please call us at 215-684-3738 for current hours and
operations. Together and responsibly, we will recover, reopen and

rebuild.
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COVID-19
Relief for our Community

Unemployment Compensation Programs
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused a

historic surge in the number of people seeking
unemployment compensation in Pennsylvania.
In addition to regular unemployment, the federal

CARES Act expanded unemployment benefits

through new programs, including: $150 MILLION
M Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, for Worker lll‘s;::::;‘l;::al
gig workers, self-employed workers and Protections Relief

independent contractors.

Bl Federal Pandemic Unemployment

I
Compensation, an additional $600 per week (‘/ i ’ J :|I \:J i fJ. |.|
for unemployment recipients for eligible weeks }- r _| _ N J ) A .

(this program ended July 25).

$347 MILLION

Education +
Early Childhood

B Pandemic Emeraency Unemployment HOW PA WILL USE OUR FEDERAL FUNDING TO
gency ploy HELP PENNSYLVANIANS DURING COVID-19

Compensation, which provides an additional
13 weeks of benefits for those who have
exhausted their regular 26 weeks of coverage.

For the latest updates on unemployment
compensation programs, visit the state’s
Unemployment Compensation website

at uc.pa.gov. My office has assisted many of
our neighbors navigating the unemployment $30 MILLION

compensation process. If you need help, please Health Care Food + Shelter

call my office at 215-684-3738.
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£980 MILLION
Services for
Vulnerable
Populations

PA; Statewide

April 18 - PUA program

disaster . .
emergency April 1 - StateW|d_e stay- for self-employed/gig/
declared at-home order issued; contract workers opens;

Free school meals
offered to all children

$16M for PA food banks
|

March 16 -
Eviction/
foreclosure
moratorium
issued

March 19 - Nonessential
business closure order;
Fed disaster loans start

| April 20 - Gov signs
bill for online

notarization, online

auto sales, provides
tax relief by waiving
fees/penalties

April 10 - $450M to
hospitals to combat
COVID-19; Paycheck
Protection Program
starts

March 25 - First COVID-19
death in Phila.; House
passes COVID-19
legislation - Moves primary
election to June 2;
Suspends unemployment
requirements; Sends $50M
to hospitals; State small
business loan program
begins | |

March 23 - Phila. opens small business relief fund

March 6 - First April 4 - Total cases in |Apri| 9 - Daily new cases peak April 30 - $234M for May 17 -
COVID cases PA top 10,000; New in PA at 1,989; Schools closed hospitals to support weeks o
announced in cases per day top 1,500 for rest of year COVID-19 response offered

May 1 - Construction restarts;
Outdoor activities reopen
including golf and camping

May 8 - First counties gc
Emergency Assistant Pr«
low-income families stai
Telemedicine expansion




Do you need

help paying
your rent,
home heating
bill, etc.?

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic,
many state programs have been expanded
or extended to help people in need. For
example, the Property Tax/Rent Rebate
Program application deadline has been
extended until the end of the year.

If you need help determining which services
might be helpful for you, please reach out to
my district office at 215-684-3738.

| co-hosted a Black Doctors
COVID-19 Consortium COVID-19
testing event on Aug. 8.

Additional 13
unemployment

June 29 - $175M rental/ July 1 - Gov issues order
mortgage assistance requiring masks be worn
program launches in public

Seven Day New Case Average

May 29 - State budget signed; New Cases Per Day

includes $2.6B in federal relief

funding; targets $420M to PA
nursing homes

July 3 - Last county in
PA goes green, most
restrictions lifted

March 1st to August 9

Aug. 3 - $28M to help

colleges; total cases
top 115,000 in PA

June 4 - Statewide
stay-at-home order

July 9 - Eviction/
foreclosure

ends suspension extended
through Aug. 31

June 11 - $625M offered to
counties to aid recovery;
$225M small business
grant program launches

July 13 - Gov orders
nightclubs to close, tightens
restaurant rules due to

’\\’\

yellow; es
gram for June 26 - Phila. June 30 - Phila. rising case numbers
) June 5 - Phila. reopens with delays green phase

bill signed goes yellow care; limited

green phase

JUNE JULY
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Legislation and Policy Corner

Pandemic or not, I'm continuing to work for you. In
addition to all the work I've done to help our most
vulnerable neighbors through this pandemic and to
address police reform, I've continued to introduce
and advocate for meaningful legislation that will be
impactful after this pandemic is behind us. Here
are some of the bills | recently sponsored:

Bl Gun Violence Prevention (HR662 and
HB2717): As gun violence persists in our
community, the PA House unanimously
supported my resolution to recognize Gun
Violence Survivors Week in February. | also
introduced legislation to create the Violence
Intervention Program (VIP), a competitive
grant program to support, expand and replicate
proven and effective community-based
violence reduction initiatives.

B Regulating Fireworks (HB2735 and
HB2657): Fireworks are a great way to
celebrate holidays and special occasions
-- if used responsibly. Unfortunately, our
neighborhoods were overwhelmed with
fireworks displays this summer. | co-sponsored
two bills that would provide more local control
and limit the sale and use of fireworks.

B Classify and Regulate E-Bikes (HB2646):
| recently introduced legislation to create

three different classes of electric-assist
bikes and clarify where they can be used in In July, the Transportation Committee held an informational
Pennsylvania. hearing on my e-bike legislation.

THE CENSUS COUNTS.
SO DO YOU. BE:: LNV LIV SP0nle

Every 10 years, the United States conducts a census. This The census also determines how Pennsylvania is
count of U.S. residents helps determine how $675 billion represented in Congress for the next 10 years.

is spent by the federal government for programs like CHIP,
Medicaid, SNAP and WIC. That’s a lot of money!

Be counted! Make sure you complete the census. Please,
visit 2020Census.gov and get counted today!



The Road to Police
Reform

The first time | debated in the Pennsylvania House chamber was
Nov. 18, 2015, just three months after my first election. The issue?
A bill proposed to protect the identities of police officers involved
in a shooting. The bill passed the House and Senate, but not the
governor’s desk. The names of Eric Garner, Michael Brown, Tamir
Rice and Sandra Bland were already synonymous with police
violence, but more names followed. When unarmed,14-year old
Antwon Rose from East Pittsburgh was killed, | sat down with a
group of my colleagues to work on legislative solutions. In the spring
of 2019, we introduced a police reform package. The bills sat in
committee for months. | was frustrated.

Fast forward to May 2020; George Floyd and Breonna Taylor’s
names are added to the list, and many more. People took to the
streets. My colleagues and | quickly turned to our police reform
package. The Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus took control
of the PA House chamber to demand our bills be considered. We
collaborated with city and community leaders to form the Police
Reform Working Group. Together, we helped advance to the
governor’s desk two bills that included police reform language,
and saw several actions taken by the governor and the city of
Philadelphia.

Our work is not done. There are bills that still need to get to the
governor’s desk, including two of my bills: (1) to amend a 50-year-
old law that governs the police arbitration process that often puts
officers who have been disciplined back on the job; and (2) to
require law enforcement officers disclose their identity and have their
badges in plain view.

Police reform is long overdue. | am committed to do all that | can to
further equity, safety, transparency and accountability in policing in
Pennsylvania.

On Aug. 9, | attended the Stay Golden
Strawberry Mansion March and Mural Unveiling
at 33rd and Diamond. Here | am with community
leaders Tonnetta Graham and Tyrone Williams
near the mural.
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Save the Date!

Fall Shredding Event
Protect Your Identity

Saturday, Sept. 19
10 a.m.to 1 p.m.

Oak Street Health,
29th and Dauphin Streets

For more information, call:
215-684-3738.

2020 GENERAL ELECTION

IMPORTANT DATES

Last day to re_gi:iﬂ' tovote for the
general election.

register.votesPA.com

|_ocr |
AL Last day to apply for a mail-in or
27 absentee ballot.
votesPA.com/ApplyMailBallot
| _wov_ |
| wov |

Voted mail-in and absentee ballots
must be received by the county by 8pm.

votesPA.com/County

Ceneral election lll%
Polls are open from 7am to 8pm.

votesPA.com/Polls

VotesPA.com



